
 
 
May 25, 2023 Via Electronic Delivery:  Nickel.Brian@epa.gov 
 
Ms. Susan Poulsom and Mr. Brian Nickel 
Water Division, NPDES Permi�ng Sec�on 
US EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seatle, Washington 98101 
 
RE: Washington Beef Wastewater Permit (NPDES Permit No. WA0050202) 
 
Dear Ms. Poulsom and Mr. Nickel: 

The Washington Beef processing plant in Toppenish has been in operation in Yakima County for 
decades. As the single largest employer between Yakima and the Tri Cities, Washington Beef is an 
important employer in our region, providing well-paying jobs to over 1,000 workers. These jobs provide 
millions of dollars in annual wages, disbursements, and employer paid benefits in one of the most 
economically challenged parts of Washington State.   
 
While the protection of our environmental resources is also a community priority, the proposed 
requirements in the draft permit exceed current State and Tribal water quality standards. This puts 
Washington Beef at a competitive disadvantage to meet requirements that do not apply to other 
businesses in the region. Moreover, such a significant change in permit requirements with limited time 
to prepare to adapt places the company and the livelihood of its employees at risk of reloca�on or 
closure. 
 
The proposed changes in applicable water quality standards put Washington Beef and the Yakima 
County economy at risk. The loss of such a vital employer and contributor to our region would have far-
reaching consequences for our community and our State.  Many cattle producers and their employees 
throughout the region rely on the presence of Washington Beef’s processing operations as a market for 
their product.  The loss of this critical food system infrastructure would be devastating for the region’s 
agricultural economy. 
  
Please reconsider the draft Permit and work cooperatively with Washington Beef to identify cost 
effective solutions that continue to protect our environment while also preserving the economic and 
social benefits Washington Beef provides to our community. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments on this important issue. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
Jonathan Smith 
Executive Director 


